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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wolcott House is a bold, cubicly massed Italinate Style structure with a simple
rectangular wing. Built circa 1859, the wood frame home has been the residence of
three generations of Wolcotts all prominent in Indiana government. The 2 story house
rests on a rubblestone foundation that comprises the basement walls. The main facade
is divided into 5 bays. The slate hipped roof is highlighted by a large glass enclosed
cupola with ornately carved wooden corners. &4 brick chimneys two on each side, pierce
the roof line. A parapet wall with port-holes above the eaves, the decorated cornice
below is bracketed. All the windows are double hung flat openings with plain wood
surroundings, an exception are the two small windows adjoining the door leading out onto
the upstairs balcony . a loose adaptation of the Palladian wondow. The main entrance
is a single door with two adjoining glass panels. The original porch was replaced
around the turn of the century by a Neo-Jacobean Style porch with a decorated pediment
over the entrance.

The interior of the home features hardwood floors and parquet borders around the

rooms. In 1958 the library and dining room were combined into one room by removing the
wall and sliding doors between them. Also, the porch in the northwest rear of the
house was coverted into public restrooms. The porch had originally been covered by

a trellis. The 4 bedrooms on the second floor have been converted into an apartment
for a live-in caretaker and the kitchen was modernized, probably around 1961.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This 19th century Italianate home was built circa 1859 by Anson Wolcott, landowner and
developer, businessman, prominent attorney and founder of the town of Wolcott. The blue-
prints were drawn by architect and builder T. Tilly of Chicago, Illinois. In 1868 Anson
Wolcott was elected to the Indiana State Senate on the Republican ticket. There he
served as chairman of the Finance Committee during the sessons of 1869 and 1870. In
1876, Mr. Colcott broke with the Republican Party and ran for Governor on the Greenback
Party ticket.

Eben H. Wolcott (1866-1941), the son . of Anson Wolcott, was also a member of the Indiana
State Senate and served in several appointed positions in more than one administration.

Roger G. Wolcott (1893-1958), served in the Indiana Senate from Marion County and was
known as a racing enthusiast. He founded the Hoosier Hundred auto race which is held
at the Indiana State Fairgrounds and is the richest dirt track race in the country.
Mr. Roger Wolcott left the house to Princeton Township in 1957.

The Wolcott's trace their ancestry to Oliver Wolcott, a delegate to the Continental
Congress from Connecticut and a signer of the Declaration of Independence.

The house draws its significance as the home of 3 generations of influential and civic
minded Hoosiers, and as an architectural masterpiece built during the early development
period of that area of the State, when most buildings were very simple and crude.

The Wolcott House is a landmark in Wolcott and the most significant building both
architecturally and historically in town.
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